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Act would name post office for Lim Poon Lee

House Speaker Nancy Pelos:
introduced the Lim Poon Lee
Post Office Act on July 7,
2009, with a bipartisan group
of 35 original ms‘pﬂnmm
Wa tom,
%msakErPekosire-lxe&ems
the San Francisco area,
where President Lyndon B
Johnson apponted Lim Poon
Lee Postmaster in 1966, At
the tume, 1t was the highest
federal appointive post ever
held by a Chinese American.
“The Lim Poon Lee Post

Office Actwill commemorate
the life of the first Chinese
Amencan  Postmast in

service, mcreasing the uring
of women, minon"l)' and
bl In

the Unmed States,” sad
Pelosi. "By dedicating the
ost office located at 867
stockton  Steeet  in San
Francisco's Chinatown  as
‘The Lim Poon Lee Post
Office,” we honor the hife of
A dedicated public servant
and proud American

Lee is credited with
wansforming  the face of
San  Francisco's  postal

1977, Lee estblished San
Francisco's Chinatown Post
Office, the post office located
at 867 Stockton Street

“It is fitting that ths
post office now be named
for him,~ Pelos: added
“California, and particularly
San brancisco, 15 blessed to
have a diverse population,
mcluding a vibrant Clunese
American community that

represents the beanty and
strength of our country.”
e was bom m Hong
Keong i 1911, and moved
to San Francisco with his
famuly as an mfant After
serving as a US  Amy
counterintellipence specialist
duning World War II, he
attended the College of the
Pacific and the Lincoln
Umversity Las School
Postmaster Lee passed
away at the age of 91 m
2002 -

Hmong

By TOM LAVENTURE
Managing Editor

ST PAUL (July 4, 2009)

he athletes seemed to
thrive in hot, sunny weather,
with the occasional cloud
passing m front of the sun
that allowed the spectators
to Lift thewr hats or drop thew
umbzellas

The 4th of July weekend
saw the 28th Hmong Sports
Festival at McMuray field
agmn brought athletes from
all over to compete for
Vg Wi s S e
volleyball and flag football,
takraw, renmis and fop spin.

The fesuval  draws
Hmong commumty from
around the country, and the
world, wherever Hmong
have resettled over the past
thirty years, and other groups
that have come to enjoy the
saine sports are also welcome
o compete. These exiended
families meet at events such
as s all over the country.

Four Hour

AAPRESS staff report
MINNEAPOLIS (July 7. 2009}

Maore than 15,000 members
of Lions Clubs Intemational
and thew families gathered m
thas week for ns 92 Annual
Convention at the Minneapalis
Cemvention Centes

The evemt lacked off
Tuesday with an estunared
10000 Lions from 150
countries marching in a Pasade
of Nanons down Nicollet
Mall, a four-hour event that
showcased all of the countries
present in their best ethmc
dress or some type of fioat

Faruly
Eatertamment and Lion Dance
Troupe, which 15 often seen
performing locally for CAAM
and other events, divided
iself to perform during
the parade with the China
HongKong/Macau Lion Club
Tnternational delegation; and
the 43-people delegation from
Tawwan According to Chu-
zen Chang, head of Tawan

LIONS CLUB
Continued on Page 3

Sports Tournament 2009

Top, from left: Canadian takraw
players from Regina, Saskatchewan,
Jefl Bender, Rick Engel aud Caslan
Raily, with Chiness national team
takraw player, Jiafia Lu, and Pheng
Vang, who organizes the annual
Sepak Takraw US. Open for the
Hmawg Sports festival.

Bottom, in asemifinal march, a plaver
onthe Arsenstes of Milwankee, right,
tries b0 move the ball arvand a player
from Solid Swat of Sheboygan, Mil-
wankee and Manitowoe.

but the St Paul toumament
has come to be the main event
as the heart of the Hmong
American conummmty.
Inoneofthebestwomen's
flag football matches. the
defending champion St. Paul
Valkaries defeated first year
temm, Athiena, after a lengthy
overime period to decide
which rram would go on o
play m the championship

SPORTS
Continued on Fage 6

The delegates from Sri Lanka, above, in the Parade of Nations, Tuesday, 2 four bowr event to open the interna-

tional convestion -\l’rwalhn:mmesll the parade included Japan, :Im\e right, Guam, center right, Taivan,
belaw right, Republic of Korea, below center, and China, below left. (AAP staff photos by Tom LaVenture). More

photes are on Page 3 and Page 4.
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18 charged in indoor
Marijuana operation

\{H‘C\'EAPOI 15 {July
West
\'Ieuu Drue Task Faree,
the  Hennepin County
Shenff's ifice and
the Drug Enforcement
Adnunistration Task Force
condueted an nvesngaton
mie  a  major mdoor
Marijuana grow operation
that has ended with 18
people  facing  federal

charges.
m{'himen of the

suspects make thewr mitial

arances  today
federal court If convicted,
the defendants each face a
potental maximem penaliy
of life in prison.

“Officers and deputies
have worked countless
hourstombesugazeﬂnscsse

Phan, 43, Blaine; TuanNgoc
Pham, 39, Savage: Kenny
Thai Tran, 25, Brooklyn
Center; Hoa Thai Tran, 22
Brooklyn Center, Dat Thai
Tran, 37, Woodbury, Vieh
Xuan Hoang, 32, Brooklyn
Par. Phung Due Hoang,
29, Brooklyn Pak; Doa
Long Heang, 40, Savage;
Minh Duong, 34, Brooklyn
Park; Winston Nnu)'eu 32
Austin; Hao Thi Doan, 36,
Avstin; Anme Huyen Vi,
36, New Hope: Timothy
Quang Tran, 41, Shakopee;
Thai Van Ngo, 34, Savage;
and Phuong The Cung 18,
Shakopee.

On Jume 30, search
warrants were execiuted at
severallocanonsthroughout
the Twin Cities. More than
3,300

and pursue 1t relen
said  Hennepin Cmull\
Sheniff Rich Stanek, “They
should be  commendsd
for dismantling one of the
largest drug operations of
its kind in Minnesota ™
The West \{le Drug
TaskForceinch

plants
were seized. The Sheriff's
Office estumates the street
value of the plants at more
than 56,000.00

than four nmes lhat amouu(
15 the estimated value of the
marijuana that could have

from the Sheriff's Office
and officers from Medina
Poliee, Orono  Police,
Wast  Hennapin  Public
Safety. and Monad Police
The Drug Enforcement
Agency assisted with the
Investigation.

Charged  with one
count of conspiracy (o
manufacture at least 1,000
marijuana  plants  are
Johnny Cuong Tran, 36,
Brooklyn Center; Tuan Van
Nguyen, 41, Maple Grove;
Nhuan Van Nguyen, 38
Maple Grove; Kevin Dinh

been p the entire
grow operation each year,

At six locations, law
enforcement officers found
indoar  marimana  prow
operations that incloded
marijuana plants, watering
equipment, and prow Lights.
Single-family homes were
used mearly exclusively
as indoor gardens n
Coon Rapids (923 plants
seized), Elk River (576
Eran(s seized), Lake St
oix Beach (630 plants

CHARGES
Continned on Page §




